
The Tools of Travel 
Photography 

To make your travel 
photos work!



Rules, guides, lessons...
The first one..

arrive early, stay late!
figure things out,
meet the people,
you never know...



Why are you 
taking pictures?



Large shopping list 
or a singular study?



Quantity vs 
Quality



Mood, memory or 
marker of your 

presence?



Mantras!



Photographer’s 
positions and 

angle



How much do
you “work” 

your situations
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Know the shadow rule:

If your shadow is shorter than you are, the 
sun’s rays are at their strongest, and you 
are more likely to get a dangerous burn!

Short shadow = seek shade

National Institutes of Health (NIH)
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9671831

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9671831
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9671831


One or two f/stops

Difference in f/stops 
between light and 

shadow on the 
ground

If NOT photographing 
“into” the sun



Difference in f/stops 
between light and 

shadow on the 
ground

Three to six f/stops if 
positioned straight 
on, photographing 

“into” the sun



Difference in f/stops 
between light and 

shadow on the 
ground One or two f/stops if 

NOT positioned 
straight on, if NOT 

photographing “into” 
the sun



Importance of 
detail shots



Visualizing 
spaces



Framing



The importance of 
varying lenses



People!



The power of 
silhouettes



Conveying a 
sense of time



Basics of 
reflections



Enjoy the journey



The magic 
of twilight and/or 

night time



The best tripod is 
the one you have 
with you... a table 

top tripod



Backgrounds make
or 

break your images



Keep it “clean” 
and watch your 

corners



The key to repeating, 
predictable  situations 

is finding Choke Points,
where people have to go and 

actions have to repeat



Giving something 
back to the people 

you photograph



My bag, gear
and outfit





OLYMPUS Micro Four Thirds 
System Camera



davidhwells.com/DHW_2021_Tips.pdf
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My new on-line Craftsy photography class is online!!  
Learn to master Dramatic Light From Day to Night in the class: 

https://www.craftsy.com/ext/David-HWells_5338_F

www.craftsy.com/ext/David-HWells_5338_F

http://craftsy.com/ext/David-HWells_5338_F
http://craftsy.com/ext/David-HWells_5338_F


cr8.lv/dhwells

http://cr8.lv/dhwells
http://cr8.lv/dhwells
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davidhwells.com

http://davidhwells.com
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MOROCCO: A VISUAL FEAST 
http://www.openskyexpeditions.com/PhotoTours/Morocco.html



SICILY:  A PHOTOGRAPHY JOURNEY ON THE ISLAND OF LIGHT
http://www.openskyexpeditions.com/PhotoTours/Sicily.html



SOUTH INDIA: UNDISCOVERED                            
http://www.openskyexpeditions.com/PhotoTours/India.html



davidhwells.com/DHW_2021_Tips.pdf


